Richmond Arts Coalition – Candidate Survey Results for the 2011 Municipal Election

All candidate information was provided by the candidates themselves. The information provided was not edited for content, spelling or grammar after submission by the candidate. 
CANDIDATES FOR THE OFFICE OF SCHOOL TRUSTEE

Questions asked:

1.
Given that our economy is developed and changed by creative individuals, how would you support opportunities for artistic learning?

2.
What is your position on incorporating artistic and creative time back into the schools?

3.
Are you in favour of creating partnerships with local Arts organizations (i.e. – Music, Drama, Dance, Visual, Culinary & Literacy Arts ) that would develop programs to augment school curriculum?

Rod Belleza

1.
Given that our economy is developed and changed by creative individuals, how would you support opportunities for artistic learning?

I support opportunities for artistic learning using a two-pronged approach. The first component is curriculum design. We should adapt and enhance our educational curriculum involving artistic learning to the diverse needs of our students. My aim is to have all instructional programs develop each student’s ability to enjoy the arts as a part of the life-long learning process. As a current Richmond School Trustee, I voted for District implementation of an Elementary Band/Music program that serves all grade 6 and 7 students. 

The second component is creating community partnerships. I think our children would benefit most from artistic learning if they receive hands-on interaction. Creating partnerships with existing societies and organizations in our community would create artistic learning opportunities for our kids by involving them with local music programs, dance studios, theatre productions, gourmet kitchens, etc. We should expose our kids to arts in the “real world” as early as possible.

2.
What is your position on incorporating artistic and creative time back into the schools?

I fully support incorporating artistic and creative time back into the schools. I believe in the mission of the Richmond School District to provide opportunities for all students to develop skills and knowledge that enable them to enjoy a productive life. Our school district should create a foundation for life-long learning for our students. Going forward, we should maximize the use of current resources around the city such as the Gateway Theatre, cultural centres, art galleries and the library.

3.
Are you in favour of creating partnerships with local Arts organizations (i.e. – Music, Drama, Dance, Visual, Culinary & Literacy Arts ) that would develop programs to augment school curriculum?

I wholeheartedly believe that our school system should partner with local art organizations to further enhance our school curriculum. Arts and cultural programs are very important in a diverse city like Richmond. They improve the quality of life for people in Richmond and promote social and cultural opportunities for artists, cultural groups and the City of Richmond. 

By having a partnership with local arts organizations we can work together on a long term strategic plan along with the City to:

· Include arts in the official community plan

· Enhance student opportunity to develop their individual potential

· Support and recognize local artists and their organizations

· Support funding of The Gateway Theatre, art galleries and cultural centres. 

Richmond is a beautiful city with such a diverse makeup and history. We should expose our kids to the many splendours our city has to offer.

William Kang Chen

Kenny Chiu

Norm Goldstein

1.
Given that our economy is developed and changed by creative individuals, how would you support opportunities for artistic learning? 

The arts are a universal way to elicit creativity from people.  This process transfers to other human endeavours where creativity is critical to progress and vitality, such as scientific research.  I support and encourage society to maintain a healthy and growing arts community, with opportunities for all to participate.

2.
What is your position on incorporating artistic and creative time back into the schools? 

Creativity must be encouraged in our school system, whether it be through the arts or other subjects.

We need a balance between memorization, direct learning and creativity.  I fully support the arts being offered as classes, with special programs also available, as demand warrants.

3.
Are you in favour of creating partnerships with local Arts organizations (i.e. – Music, Drama, Dance, Visual, Culinary & Literary Arts) that would develop programs to augment school curriculum? 

Yes!  Such programs might be offered at only a small number of schools, depending on demand.

This approach to education is also compatible with the BC government's "Choice" legislation of 2003, which mandates that students may apply to any school, and are not limited to their catchment school.

Jonathan Ho

Donna Sargent

1.
Given that our economy is developed and changed by creative individuals, how would you support opportunities for artistic learning?

I would support opportunities for artistic learning by first valuing how important it is.  I would continue to advocate for funding for arts programs in our schools by involving our community in the conversation, talking to our MLA’s, Minister of Education etc. I also support strongly our Continuing Education Department and their initiatives for adults and children learning outside of school time.  We are all lifelong learners and should understand the value of continuing our education especially in arts and culture.    

2.
What is your position on incorporating artistic and creative time back into the schools?

We currently have lots of artistic and creative time happening now in our schools.  I would continue to encourage that work and look for other opportunities to engage the community with us.

3.
Are you in favour of creating partnerships with local Arts organizations (i.e. – Music, Drama, Dance, Visual, Culinary & Literary Arts) that would develop programs to augment school curriculum?

Yes I am in favour of continuing to create partnerships with local Arts organization.  We work closely now with such organizations and I would continue to look for other ways to do that.  A strong community takes everyone working together.  The school district cannot work alone or in isolation.

Michael Starchuk

1.
Given that our economy is developed and changed by creative individuals, how would you support opportunities for artistic learning?

Everyone learn different ways and I would encourage teachers, schools and the district to be imaginative in finding the best way to reach the learner. If artistic learning bests suits a child’s learning style then it should be used to help them react their potential. 

2.
What is your position on incorporating artistic and creative time back into the schools?

Using your imagination and being creative are two big parts of problem solving so giving children time in school to do so will help them in life later on. believe there is already time for artistic and creative time in schools, but the more variety we provide our children in the better they will be for it. 

3.
Are you in favour of creating partnerships with local Arts organizations (i.e. – Music, Drama, Dance, Visual, Culinary & Literary Arts) that would develop programs to augment school curriculum?

I am in favour of creating partnerships with many local organizations including Arts organizations. We have lost a sense of community and to get that back you need to get to know your neighbors. I would like to see children have many different influences and experiences in their lives.

Debbie Tablotney

1.
Sir Ken Robinson is quoted as saying, “Creativity is as important as literacy”, I believe this to be true. In our rapidly changing world it will be increasingly important for our young people to be creative and innovative thinkers. Educating students in the arts fosters this method of thinking and problem solving. As a strong advocate for the arts I have and I will continue to support the comprehensive visual and performing arts programs that we currently offer in our schools. It is important that boards facing fiscal restraint do not look to cut these valuable programs to find funds to balance budgets.

I feel that it is important to provide our teachers with professional development opportunities to help them stay abreast of new methods of teaching and learning through the arts. Partnering with our local colleges, universities as well as arts organizations and businesses to provide career prep opportunities is also desirable. To that end, highlighting our arts programs through the exposure that our Fine Arts Fair draws is very important in showcasing what our school district has to offer to students.

2. 
Last January I had the privilege of attending an Elizabethan Banquet put together through the cooperation of several of Richmond High’s grade 9 subject departments. The students demonstrated what cross curricular learning can look like by demonstrating their knowledge of Elizabethan times, through performing science experiments, theatrical, music and dancing performances, artistic contests, insult hurling, as well as culinary experiences. 

This was a prime example of building collaborative time into the school day by making a small adjustment to the student’s schedules so that departments can meet to discuss how to deliver curriculum in a meaningful and engaging manner to our students. Incorporating artistic and creative time back into the school is extremely important and is complemented by teachers incorporating their time and effort into the students learning experience. 

3. 
Yes, I am highly in favor of creating these types of valuable partnerships to enhance our programs. An example of this is our School district’s long standing partnership with the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra in which members of the orchestra come to our schools and give sectional instruction along with a series of classes instructed by Bramwell Tovey, Director of the Symphony. They also have the opportunity to sit in on a practice session with the Orchestra. 

We also partner with the Opera  where members help students to write and perform an opera based on their learning in a certain subject area, for example salmon spawning. 

It is important to continually seek new partnerships and opportunities such as these to 

enhance our educational programs. 

Grace Tsang

1.
Given that our economy is developed and changed by creative individuals, how would you support opportunities for artistic learning?

I am a long time supporter for artistic learning in Richmond. My parental and community involvement include: founding member of the Richmond Arts Coalition, member and past board member of the Richmond Youth Concert Band and Hugh Boyd Secondary school music department fundraiser. As a parent with two children who have benefited from the fine arts program, I have always been a strong advocate of artistic learning opportunities. I believe that as students engage in the fine arts, this would foster their development in critical-thinking skills and social responsibility. I will continue to:

-  ensure that the board encourages and funds initiatives to support fine arts program, e.g. the board approved its 2011-2012 budget to purchase $25,000 of new instruments

- advocate for sustainable resources to support the fine arts program by communicating    with the City of Richmond, the Ministry of Education, as well as the Federal Government

- working together with non-profit organizations, community partners and post secondary institutions in utilizing resources to offer training and mentorship to staff and students     

2.
What is your position on incorporating artistic and creative time back into the schools?

Given the 21st Century personalized learning initiative from the Ministry of Education to Boards of Education, we need to provide flexibility/program choice and teaching resources to support such initiative in order to maximize student achievement. As a result, the Board needs to:

- continue to provide opportunities to highlight the fine arts to build student interest and     appreciation for the arts, e.g. SD38 annual Fine Arts Fair, Education Week and Music in Our Schools


- promote career opportunities associated with the arts industry

- support ongoing teacher professional development in using the art as a vehicle to improve student achievement in all subjects

- continue to encourage cross curricular use of the fine arts

- continue to support the elementary band program 

- encourage fine arts mentoring initiatives that build capacity and skills in students and staff

3.
Are you in favour of creating partnerships with local Arts organizations (i.e. – Music, Drama, Dance, Visual, Culinary & Literary Arts) that would develop programs to augment school curriculum?

Yes, I am in favour. As a member of the Richmond Sunset Rotary Club which sponsors the Annual Winter Wonderland Concerts at the City Hall, I am one of the co-ordinators who works with local non-profit community performing groups/music schools and school bands to put the concert program together. 

Some of the SD38 partnerships with local Arts organizations are:

- Chef Ian Lai on the “Terra Nova Project” working with elementary students in the Terra Nova area, learning activities ranging from planting to harvesting (including using the ingredients to cook and bake)

- Richmond Art Gallery: RAG School Art Program and the ‘Arts for Life’ conference for secondary students interested in a career in the visual arts

In addition, there may be opportunities to partner with SD38 Continuing Education to offer fine arts courses through its Youth and Children Program after school or on the weekend.

Eric Yung

1.
Given that our economy is developed and  changed by creative individuals, how would you support opportunities for artistic learning? 

I believe that all learning can be relevant and useful to our children.  The provincial government has started discussions on a greater degree of freedom in developing individualized learning plans for our children.  I would support this to allow a greater degree of freedom for those so inclined to spend more time in artistic endeavours to encourage their potential.  Creativity can lead to positive changes in our society, not just our economy.  As the late Steve Jobs pointed out, the beautiful calligraphy that exists in our computers today is due to him taking a calligraphy course at college – which has certainly changed both our society and our economy for the better.

2.
What is your position on incorporating  artistic and creative time back into the schools? 

I support the incorporation of artistic and creative components to learning.  I believe that everyone should have an artistic endeavour to allow for self-expression and creativity.  

Everyone should have the ability to give expression to their soul’s creativity, be it via a musical instrument, through dance and movement, painting or drawing, or any other artistic medium.  Not everything in life is quantifiable and it is time spent on the esoteric that defines us best as human beings.  Given that, it is obvious that we should teach our children methods of artistic expression and give them time to develop their own creativity.

3.
Are you in favour of creating  partnerships with local Arts organizations (i.e. - Music, Drama,  Dance, Visual, Culinary & Literary Arts) that would develop  programs to augment school curriculum? 

I stated publicly, that I believe the Richmond School district should partner with the Richmond Arts Coalition to create a broader collaboration between the arts and our schools.  I would definitely favour creating partnerships with many local arts organizations to support programs to augment the school curriculum.  In many cases, we can build on existing strengths, for example the Richmond Youth Concert Band, or the culinary teaching programs at Richmond Secondary.  In others, we should look at developing new links to further enrich our children’s education.

