1. I think our children would benefit most from artistic learning if they receive "on the job training." Artistic learning for our kids should involve them participating in local music programs, dance studios, theatre productions, and gourmet kitchens) Similar to co-op programs in university. Our kids should be exposed to arts in the "real world" as early as possible.

2. I believe that the ability to choose is key in our public schools. Ultimately, children should have a choice as to whether they participate in the programs their school offers.  When you consider that kids have different talents and strengths, we should not force kids to participate in artistic activities if they do not want to. We
should absolutely encourage and educate them of the benefits of having a creative artistic mind but the final decision should remain with them.

3. I wholeheartedly believe that our school system should partner with local art organizations to further enhance our school curriculum. I believe that our school system should have standard art classes as electives but any experiences and programs offered to our kids outside the school system can only broaden their horizon.  Richmond is a beautiful city with such a diverse makeup and history. We should expose our kids to the many splendors our city has to offer.

