Richmond Arts Coalition surveys the candidates
The Richmond Arts Coalition (RAC) is currently conducting a survey of all Mayoral, Council and School Trustee candidates to gauge candidates knowledge of and response to arts-related issues in Richmond. “We felt that this was a more personal approach in lieu of hosting an all-candidates meeting” said Janice Froese, vice-chair of RAC. “This way, we can ask pointed questions of all candidates so everyone has an equal chance of providing a comprehensive answer.” 

Mayor/Council candidates have been given ten questions which cover issues ranging from the lack of artist live-work spaces to questions about the recent City of Richmond Arts and Culture Economic Impact Study, which demonstrated that the arts in Richmond stimulates over $135million per year in economic output, and what would they do to support its growth. 

Candidates for School Trustee are being asked for their thoughts on three issues: artistic opportunities, reincorporating artistic time at school, and partnerships with arts organizations to augment existing school programs.

Survey results will be published prior to the November 15th civic election. Full details, including the 13 questions asked, are available on-line at www.richmondreview.com.
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Questions follow:

Dear Municipal Candidates:

 

Richmond Arts Coalition represents artists, arts & cultural organizations and arts patrons in Richmond.  We have developed 10 questions for you to gain a profile of how you will respond to the arts in Richmond.  Please find attached a survey for you to place your considered responses.  These responses will be published in the Richmond Review and Richmond News during the week of November 5th, 2008.  Please send your responses to  survey@richmondartscoalition.com or fax to 604-247-4995 by Friday  October 31, 2008
 

We appreciate that each of you will have a different view of these issues and welcome your comments and responses.

 

Thank you in advance for your consideration and time.

 

Richmond Arts Coalition

 

1. Given that the Arts generate $135 million in economic output in Richmond alone, what will you do to ensure growth in the arts sector?

2. For City of Richmond initiatives and partnerships involving the Arts, how do you feel about Richmond Artists being given priority?
3. How do you feel about Arts districts in Richmond that would promote tourism and create commercial opportunities for local artists? 
a. Would you support one or multiple districts?
b. Where would you envision it/them to be?

4. The City Centre Area plan designates an Arts precinct under the flight path.  How do you feel about the location that the city staff proposed?

5. If an Arts & Cultural district develops, what will you do to ensure that other commercial interests do not replace the creative enterprise that has built the district?

6. The Arts community has identified a lack of sufficient Performing Arts facilities in Richmond.  How will you address this critical issue?

7. Given that volunteers manage most Arts & Cultural organizations, how do you feel about Arts & Culture groups having access to City resources to assist with the organizations long-term growth & sustainability? (e.g.: volunteer supply & training, mentorship, marketing skills, software, etc.)
8. Are you familiar with the goals of the Richmond Arts Coalition? 
a. What benefits do you see in a partnership of the City of Richmond and the Richmond Arts Coalition?
9. Currently in Richmond, the Arts, Culture & Heritage Department is part of Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services. Most other major cities in Canada have a separate Arts, Culture and Heritage division. Do you support a separate Arts, Culture & Heritage division within the City of Richmond?

10.  Would you be supportive of a separate City grant program specifically for Arts & Culture?
Dear School Board Candidates:

 

Richmond Arts Coalition represents artists, arts & cultural organizations and arts patrons in Richmond.  We have developed a few questions for you to gain a profile of how you will respond to the arts in Richmond as it pertains to the schools.  Please find attached a survey for you to place your considered responses.  These responses will be published in the Richmond Review and Richmond News during the week of November 5th, 2008.  Please send your responses to  survey@richmondartscoalition.com or fax to 604-247-4995 by Friday  October 31, 2008
 

We appreciate that each of you will have a different view of these issues and welcome your comments and responses.

Thank you in advance for your consideration and time.

 

Richmond Arts Coalition

 

1. Given that our economy is developed and changed by creative individuals, how would you support opportunities for artistic learning?

 

 

2. Given the recent mandate to include 30 minutes of physical activity in addition to the already legislated Physical Education classes, what is your position on incorporating artistic and creative time back into the schools?

 

3. Are you in favour of creating partnerships with local Arts organizations (i.e. – Music, Drama, Dance, Visual, Culinary & Literary Arts) that would develop programs to augment school curriculum?

