Richmond Arts Coalition – Candidate Survey Results for the 2011 Municipal Election

All candidate information was provided by the candidates themselves. The information provided was not edited for content, spelling or grammar after submission by the candidate. 

CANDIDATES FOR THE OFFICE OF MAYOR

MALCOLM BRODIE

1a.
Are you familiar with the goals of the Richmond Arts Coalition?

Yes
1b.
What benefits do you see in a partnership with the City of Richmond and the Richmond Arts Coalition?

It is mutually beneficial to have an organization to take community leadership in the arts – the group can inform the City through its advocacy on how to advance the arts and the ambitions of those interested in the arts which then improves the community.
2.
In 2008, the Richmond Arts Coalition partnered with a number of other high-profile Richmond organizations to conduct an arts-related economic scan, which determined that the Arts generate $135 million in economic output in Richmond alone. What will you do to support stability and ensure growth in the arts sector?

City Council has supported the Arts sector in many ways, such as through the significant annual funding for the Gateway Theatre, as well as the Library & Cultural Centre.  Richmond now sponsors cultural performances, such as the Minoru Chapel Opera Series, the Arts Awards, a spring lecture series, a staff Arts Coordinator as part of a department, as well as many events throughout the year.  The City recently completed the Arts Strategy.  The rooftop garden at the Library & Cultural Centre opens a whole new facet for the arts.  I have personally supported many events through my attendance as Mayor and encouraged the Arts community generally.
3.
For City of Richmond initiatives and partnerships involving the Arts, how do you feel about Richmond Artists being given priority?

Local artists should have every chance to participate in Richmond initiatives.  This can’t be exclusive but should be encouraged whenever possible, e.g. the public art at the Steveston Fire Hall and the sculptures in front of the Gulf of Georgia Cannery.
4.
The Arts community has identified a lack of sufficient Performing Arts facilities in Richmond.  How will you address this critical issue?

The City should work with the Coalition on identification of needs and find ways to address them.  Use of existing facilities should also be maximized.
5.
The City of Richmond has recognized the economic value of the Arts and Culture community by creating a separate grant program and funding stream which will be implemented this fall. The Arts community is celebrating this new initiative, however the initial per capita funding level is far below other municipalities. Are you in favour of an aggressive approach to increasing this funding on an annual basis to bring it to within similar levels of other jurisdictions within the next five years? Please explain.

The Grant Process should be regularly reviewed to determine adequacy as well as effectiveness, particularly when a new direction is being taken such as the separate program.  We should decide in Richmond the appropriate levels to provide the arts community by way of grants.  Overall we want to encourage and support those involved in the arts in Richmond.
RICHARD LEE

1. Yes I am familiar with your goals.  The partnership is a must for the City because as the saying goes, "A City is measured by how well it treats its artists (and its arts organizations)."; 
2. As Mayor, I will support the arts sector by offering to be one of the faces representing the arts in our City to the world, this would include theatre, dance, music, literature and visual arts.  I will also work hard with new ideas, new enthusiasm and new energy introducing potential new patrons of the arts to the arts sector; 
3. Good question, what comes to mind in my case is this, as the City's Mayor, I will give the arts equal prominence as I will give to the sports, that is the arts will not be treated as a poor cousin as in the case of many cities; 
4. Performing Arts facilities, as the new Mayor, I will set the standard at that of the City of Burnaby, and I will work towards achieving this goal with the help and support of our artists and arts organizations; 
5. As to "the per capita funding level being far below other cities", as the new Mayor, I will find out why this Mayor & Council allowed it to be so.  Like I said, 'A City is judged by how well or how poorly it treats its artists.", and by bringing new ideas, new energy and new enthusiasm to the Mayor's Office, I will redress the iniquity in a timely fashion.
