1. I will support growth in the Arts sector as the City will continue to provide funding support for facilities, projects and programs – from the gift shop in the Library Cultural Centre to the Gateway Theatre.  Culture is part of the 2010 Olympic Strategic Plan and an area is designated for Arts and Entertainment in the recently-adopted City Centre Area Plan.

2. Richmond artists are involved in various initiatives throughout the year with the various festivals and events.  The most appropriate artist on each occasion must be chosen and local artists are given many opportunities for involvement.
3. A)  I support – for example the recently completed City Centre Area Plan provides an arts district in the City Centre.  This involves affordable studio and living spaces as well as related strategies and policies.

B)  I would support multiple districts so long as they do not make the effort too diffuse to be effective.

C)  City Centre is best – from the River Rock to the waterfront south of Cambie as in the City Centre Area Plan.  Future districts such as Steveston must be considered from the point of view of potential land use.
4.  That location is appropriate though noise mitigation might need to be implemented depending on specific facility location.

5. Generally the displacement would probably occur where the arts/culture district is housed in old buildings set to be re-developed.  In Richmond, we will support development specifically for the Arts/Cultural districts so they are less likely to be pushed out.

6. A Performing Arts Centre is included in the City’s Facilities and Amenities Plan – this seems like the best possibility for addition to Richmond’s array of facilities.

7. It is important that Arts and Cultural groups work with the City and make use of its resources where feasible, especially in areas like volunteer management, fundraising and board governance. 

8. A)  Yes 
B)  Through such partnerships, the Arts and Culture in Richmond will flourish and continue to grow.  Interest and participation will heighten.  We have seen a group like the Sports Council benefit from this approach.

9.  I would support such separation if it can be justified in terms of size of the challenge in Richmond and benefits for the community.  I do not see real benefits at present from this separation nor does the size warrant this approach.
10. The City’s current grants program responds to the arts and culture sector.  If there is perceived to be a lack of such response, the program’s terms of reference may need to be re-examined and adjustments made.
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