1. As a current school trustee I have seen that, in the Richmond school district, the Fine Arts are more of a priority than other school districts.  I have supported the “Strengthening the Fine Arts” working committee which has a goal to “assist in planning, implementing, and focusing attention on the fine arts through promotions, partnerships and professional development” and to provide short and long term goals.  I supported, through the budget process, allocating $100,000.00 towards new musical instruments for students.  I was not in favour of user-pay band.  I will continue to be a strong advocate for Fine Arts in Richmond so that it will keep being a prominent part of the overall educational program in Richmond. 
2. The arts are acknowledged as being part of the core curriculum and can also be used to teach other core subjects such as reading, math, science and social studies.  I have supported, through the budget process, $10,000.00 on Learning Through The Arts binders so each school can have access to lesson plans which incorporate the arts into core curriculum subjects.  We have also added three Elementary Fine Arts Teacher Leaders whose focus is to provide in-depth mentoring for classroom teachers.  We need to provide resources that support the importance of lifelong learning in the arts.
3. Yes.  I believe it is essential that we cultivate community partnerships.   I have supported initiatives that seek partnerships with local arts organizations and have seen how current partnerships with arts organizations such as Leaning Through The Arts, Gateway Theatre, ArtStarts, Vancouver Symphony Orchestra, Richmond Art Gallery, and Vancouver Opera Association have enriched student learning. 

