1. Over the past few years Richmond has adopted an arts progamme providing funding for the arts at the Olympic Oval; negotiating with developers to provide civic art; funding through our grants programme; etc. While we are entering an economic downturn, it is important to maintain arts funding. 
2. I have always thought Richmond artists should be given priority and I have consistently voted that way.
3. A)  Arts districts will evolve as Richmond re-develops.  The new City Centre Area Plan allows Richmond Council to negotiate amenities in new downtown developments. For example, we have recently negotiated two affordable housing sites, a major downtown community centre, a smaller community centre to the north and three roof top park and garden areas.  When the new Aberdeen Mall was built I promoted the idea that an arts component could be the civic amenity provided at that site.  The Olympic Oval will have a considerable art component. A combination of arts is a possibility for a new museum that could be located in the same general vicinity. Smaller, individual sites can be used for the arts as well. At one time the Branscombe House was proposed for a niche art gallery.  A new development is proposed at the foot of No. 2 Rd. with live-work studios. As Chairs of Planning and Parks, Councillor Barnes and I have been working with the developer to provide major amenity space for an indoor and outdoor public market for artisans to sell their work.  Adjacent to the waterfront and cannery buildings it is an ideal location.
B)   Yes
 
C)  Throughout Richmond.
 

4.  That is just a proposal. An Arts precinct can be negotiated at one or more of the new downtown developments. As it depends upon the wishes of the developer as well as the City such sites may or may not be under the flight path. 
5. There are many creative ways to create an arts district and keep it that way, from covenants, to special zoning, to ownership by the City.
6. The city will have to establish a new priority list once the old list has been completed. The Oval completes the sports centre priority that was on the priority list after the Gateway Theatre.  When the present Cultural Centre was built a proper museum was eliminated to cut costs and a museum became the next priority after the sport centre.  There will need to be a discussion within the cultural community to determine whether an art gallery or building or rebuilding a larger performing arts centre should be next after the museum.  It has also been suggested that a performing arts component could be included as part of the new museum.
7. Yes, there should be more access.
8. A)  Yes.
B)  Promotion, establishment and expansion of the arts in Richmond.
9.  Yes
10. Originally the Richmond grant programme was specifically for Arts, Culture, Heritage and Parks. The Community Arts Council even had jurisdiction over some of the grants. When the Provincial government started downloading social programmes onto the cities the grants programme was expanded to include health and social services. There is no reason the two programmes can't be kept separate.
