1. I believe that council should keep an open and flexible approach to dealing with this sector of the economy.  We should recognize the economic value of the arts in the same way we recognize the value of other industries.  The City should work as a catalyst for expansion by providing necessary infrastructure and assisting with coordination - as it would for any industry.

2. I believe merit, potential and talent must come first.  Local considerations would be next.

3. This sounds like a great idea.  With our large Asian population we would be able to distinguish ourselves from many other cities attempting to do similar.  We could tie this in with our proximity to the airport, the new Canada Line, and the large Asian shopping areas already built in North Richmond.

4. This location would be great for the same reasons as in the previous question.

 

5. Land use zoning should be conducive to small scale enterprises.  If the arts and cultural district were a success it would become a commercially desirable area.  If these rules were applied reasonably and equitably, commercial enterprises could inevitably encroach to some extent into this area.  But, on the other hand, a vital, lively and prosperous arts district should largely be able to hold its own.  Perhaps in some cases Arts & Culture could form partnerships with other businesses such as hotels, malls and restaurants.  The City would have to be imaginative in this matter.

6. We should objectively assess the demand for such facilities.  Along with other facilities, such as community centres and swimming pools, we should set clear long term priorities and goals, and work to better the situation accordingly.  We should consider building mixed use facilities to better use capital and afford quicker results.  This is a meaningful and substantial answer, I believe would ultimately serve arts and culture better than an approach that employs quick, agreeable and shallow appeasement.

 

7. This should be a given.

 

8. A)  Yes.

B)  I would see the City having a better understanding about what's needed to do a better on this subject.

9.  In the context of the Richmond's fiscal situation and tax rates, the City should consider the merit of creating another division.  If this were a modest choice policy creating a more effective result, I would support such.  If this were wasteful, bureaucratic or dividing resources that could be better shared, I would oppose such a move.  I want to learn more facts, and hear your case.

10. In the context of the Richmond's fiscal situation and tax rates, the City should consider the merit.

