1. I'm quite enthusiastic about alternative learning methods that may be employed in our schools.  Systems like the Montessori program have shown that there are benefits to be garnered from methods of learning that expose the child to artistic endeavors.  I would be open to expanding on such systems of learning where we may challenge our children to acquire more creative skills.  At later stages of learning, the concept of creativity can best be explored by more free-form thinking and problem solving with thinking "outside the box".  I would want to discuss with the various stakeholder groups, the possibilities of including more goal-oriented tasks/puzzles/contests in our curriculum where a creative point of view may be more openly expressed.

2. I think artistic and creative expression is one facet of personal development, and I would hope that our schools do offers opportunities to explore this.  I would support some component of artistic and creative time to be incorporated back into our curriculum, although the scope of this may be limited by our resources.  However, some aspects of creativity can be incorporated back into our core curriculum by encouraging our students to work on multidisciplinary projects to emphasize novel approaches to problem solving.  I would encourage our stakeholder groups to assist in creating additional opportunities for our children to explore their artistic talents and augment our core curriculum.  Working in groups outside of the classroom on various creative and artistic projects in conjunction with experienced guides in the community could offer not only a powerful tool to emphasize the creative component of their education, but also encourage our children to succeed in team learning environments.

3. I would encourage local Arts organizations who are interested to contact our school administrators and participate in the school curriculum development process.  This is one way to bring a fresh perspective in teaching concepts in our basic curriculum.  In addition, there are partnerships between various local organizations and the local schools already, and I would be open to exploring partnerships with local Arts organizations to develop after school and/or extracurricular programs which may augment school curriculum.  Additional opportunities such as summer school programs may also be appropriate.  Participation by all of our community groups can only serve to enhance our children's education if done well and in a well thought out manner.
