1.  As a passionate advocate for the arts I have served as the Treasurer for Richmond Youth Concert Band, President of London School Music Society and have served on school committees focused on strengthening the arts in our schools and community. My own participation in music includes the BC Regiment Band and as well as teaching piano. 
It has been researched and proven that students who have been educated in the arts score significantly higher on SAT’s than those who have not. Learning through the arts promotes creativity, problem solving and teamwork which are qualities necessary for the academic, social and emotional growth of students. 

I am in favor of offering professional development for teachers to assist them in forming lesson plans that incorporate creative learning opportunities such as history through role playing, social studies through storytelling, learning multiplication through songwriting and science through dance etc. into the curriculum. 
In my previous term I served on a committee whose mandate was to strengthen fine arts programs in the school district. I would be committed to continuing this work along with strongly advocating to the Provincial and Federal government for additional funding to support such programs. 
2.  While I believe that physical fitness and activity are important I am also of the mindset that an education in the arts is equally essential. Incorporating various forms of dance and expressional movement could be one of many creative and enjoyable ways for students and teachers to meet the 30 minute requirement. In the secondary system there are many ways of obtaining credit for physical activity or fine arts classes participated in outside of the regular school timetable. I am in favor of expanding those opportunities to receive credit where possible. 
3.  Partnerships with organizations such as the Vancouver Symphony, Vancouver Opera Society, along with our local theatres, art gallery and cultural centers are valuable opportunities for students to take in experiences and gain valuable information about post secondary and possible career opportunities in the arts. 
