1. I agree with the issues identified in the City of Richmond Arts& Culture Community Scan (2008).  1) Richmond needs more facilities, particularly large audience venues.  2) We need to provide funding or assist groups in pursuing funding from other sources.  3) We need to increase the communication between the Arts community and our political & business leaders.
2. Richmond is fortunate to have many quality artists and they should be given priority at City sponsored events and initiatives.  More attention is needed to ensure that we respect the time needed by artists to properly prepare and we need to ensure that their compensation is adequate.
3. A)  Arts districts provide many benefits.  Live/work housing and marketing opportunities provide a direct benefit to the artistic community as well as creating a community identity that both attracts tourists and can interact with the local community.
B)  While districts need a critical mass of artists to be successful, multiple districts are desirable.  Concentrating into one district runs the risk of isolating the artistic community from the general community. 
C)  Steveston is a logical choice due to its heritage.  Likewise City Centre is a logical choice due to its proximity to services.   Cases can be made for a number of other communities.
4. The lower level housing required by the flight path is compatible with an Art district.  One side effect of being in the flight path is that the cost of housing should be lower than other areas.   However living and working under a flight path is clearly not suitable for all artists and this highlights the need for multiple districts.
5. Cultural districts can be very attractive communities.  By keeping the districts relatively small it will be harder to displace artists while maintaining the attractiveness of the artistic community.  I would also lobby the provincial government to make allowances for the artistic community in their rental support program.
6. We need to develop a cultural facility strategy including a funding strategy.  As soon as possible we need to identify projects and begin fundraising.
7. For community projects Richmond City resources should be made available.  The City should explore partnerships with community organizations such as Volunteer Richmond, Tourism Richmond, and the Chamber of Commerce as they may be more efficient providers of these resources.
8. A)  Yes, I am an active member of RAC.
B)  Richmond’s arts community has identified RAC as the organization that best represent their interests.  There is an important role for an umbrella organization that can improve the communication and understanding between the city and arts groups.  I also see a leadership role for the RAC in working with social networks.
9. I would consider a separate division, but would like to first explore ways of making the current framework work. 

10. We need to ensure that staff who review arts grant submissions have an understanding of the arts sector and the Richmond arts community.  I don’t think that a separate program is necessary as long as steps are taken to ensure that the proper level of expertise.
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