Richmond Arts Coalition – Candidate Survey Results for the 2011 Municipal Election

All candidate information was provided by the candidates themselves. The information provided was not edited for content, spelling or grammar after submission by the candidate. 
CANDIDATES FOR THE OFFICE OF COUNCILLOR

Questions asked:

1a.
Are you familiar with the goals of the Richmond Arts Coalition?

  b.   
What benefits do you see in a partnership with the City of Richmond and the Richmond Arts Coalition?

2.
In 2008, the Richmond Arts Coalition partnered with a number of other high-profile Richmond organizations to conduct an arts-related economic scan, which determined that the Arts generate $135 million in economic output in Richmond alone. What will you do to support stability and ensure growth in the arts sector?

3.
For City of Richmond initiatives and partnerships involving the Arts, how do you feel about Richmond Artists being given priority?

4.
The Arts community has identified a lack of sufficient Performing Arts facilities in Richmond.  How will you address this critical issue?

5.
The City of Richmond has recognized the economic value of the Arts and Culture community by creating a separate grant program and funding stream which will be implemented this fall. The Arts community is celebrating this new initiative, however the initial per capita funding level is far below other municipalities. Are you in favour of an aggressive approach to increasing this funding on an annual basis to bring it to within similar levels of other jurisdictions within the next five years? Please explain.

Chak Kwong Au

1a.
Are you familiar with the goals of the Richmond Arts Coalition?

Richmond has the same percentage of artists in our midst as does Montreal.  The economy of modern cities is largely dependent on the "creative class" living and working in the city.  These creative workers and professionals are attracted to cities like Dublin and Toronto, which have vibrant artistic communities.  This means that Richmond will benefit from supporting the arts in all its forms:  music, drama, dance, visual arts, and multi-media.

As a Richmond school trustee for the past 12 years, I have worked to strengthen the fine arts programs for our students and develop partnership between the school district and many community organizations. I worked to establish the SD 38  Fine Arts Committee, then vigourously supported initiatives such as the highly successful Fine Arts Career Day.

b.   
What benefits do you see in a partnership with the City of Richmond and the Richmond Arts Coalition?

We need both!  Neither group, working alone, can successfully support and encourage the arts. A strong collaboration is needed. The expertise and advice provided by the Coalition are crucial. The City must  provide adequate funding and resources.  

2.
In 2008, the Richmond Arts Coalition partnered with a number of other high-profile Richmond organizations to conduct an arts-related economic scan, which determined that the Arts generate $135 million in economic output in Richmond alone. What will you do to support stability and ensure growth in the arts sector?

The City has to recognize the economic contribution made by the arts sector. The public should also be educated about this fact and the value of the arts. I see the key problem is the lack of performance and exhibition space.  

There is no public space to showcase local artists’ work in Richmond.  Artists need working studios.  Richmond needs professional quality facilities for community film screenings, amateur theatre and music performances.  Our large dance culture needs to "show off" in Richmond. Our great orchestra and chorus need to perform together in a facility large enough to accommodate them.

3.
For City of Richmond initiatives and partnerships involving the Arts, how do you feel about Richmond Artists being given priority?

I feel strongly that local artists should be supported and given priority in Richmond initiatives. With our cultural diversity, (over 60% of Richmond residents were born outside of Canada), Richmond offers a unique opportunity for a new generation of artists and visionaries.   We need them.  We need their voices and perspectives.  We need their challenges to dialogue and possibilities.  Why not an annually appointed Richmond poet laureate, musician, or multi-media artist to inspire our citizenry?  To create artistic collaborations amongst Richmond’s rich cultural diversity?  

4.
The Arts community has identified a lack of sufficient Performing Arts facilities in Richmond.  How will you address this critical issue?

For me, and many Richmond citizens, it is embarrassing and a little shameful to have our largest and best-equipped performance centre housed in a gambling establishment.  

One of my regrets as a Richmond school trustee was our failure to have incorporated a “Michael Fox”-type theatre into MacNeill, or Richmond Secondary schools. This has been a critical issue for years as most of the existing facilities were built before the rapid growth of Richmond’s population. The City should look for opportunities for partnership with the arts sector, business, school district, universities and other levels of government. 

5.
The City of Richmond has recognized the economic value of the Arts and Culture community by creating a separate grant program and funding stream which will be implemented this fall. The Arts community is celebrating this new initiative, however the initial per capita funding level is far below other municipalities. Are you in favour of an aggressive approach to increasing this funding on an annual basis to bring it to within similar levels of other jurisdictions within the next five years? Please explain.

Although the City has adopted the Richmond Arts Strategy in 2004, the establishment of dedicated funds for the arts is long-overdue.  The sobering reality is that our arts funding has been neglected by Richmond city council for two decades.  I am in favour of increasing our per capita funding to similar levels of other jurisdictions. I will do more study and consult the arts sector for a viable timeline to achieve this goal.
Linda Barnes

1.a.
Are you familiar with the goals of the Richmond Arts Coalition? 

As a founding member of the Arts Coalition and council liaison to the original Arts Strategy I am very familiar with the identified facility and infrastructure needs as identified.

b.
What benefits do you see in a partnership with the City of Richmond and the Richmond 
Arts Coalition?

The Coalition is much better positioned than the city to focus on advocacy and fundraising initiatives.  They also have the expertise often the city requires when negotiating space or grant applications. Having support from Arts Coalition means when city spends money or holds an awards it has the support of the community as well as the expertise to draw on.

2.
In 2008, the Richmond Arts Coalition partnered with a number of other high-profile Richmond organizations to conduct an arts-related economic scan, which determined that the Arts generate $135 million in economic output in Richmond alone. What will you do to support stability and ensure growth in the arts sector?

I have in the past ensured that the Arts are a priority for our Economic Task Force, worked with the Chamber to encompass Arts in Business as well as supporting local endeavors.  Public Art is also very important, bringing in developers and private organizations or individuals to sponsor and be a part of the Arts Scene.  I also sit on the Regional Arts and Culture committee (Metro) and helped successfully launch www.maxquide.org which is a free tool for arts organizations @ individuals to promote their events, venues @ groups. 

3.
For City of Richmond initiatives and partnerships involving the Arts, how do you feel about Richmond Artists being given priority?

I feel that for certain events or initiatives local artists should be given priority but want to ensure that Richmond encompasses the full scope of the arts communities which truly knows no boundaries.  As artists I’m sure they also want to be stretched and challenged and exposed to a wide range of abilities and opportunities.  So I would not support local artists having total priority.

4.
The Arts community has identified a lack of sufficient Performing Arts facilities in Richmond.  How will you address this critical issue?

See # 1 As well I will continue to work with local, provincial and federal gov’t as well as private groups to investigate all opportunities to expand facilities

5.
The City of Richmond has recognized the economic value of the Arts and Culture community by creating a separate grant program and funding stream which will be implemented this fall. The Arts community is celebrating this new initiative, however the initial per capita funding level is far below other municipalities. Are you in favour of an aggressive approach to increasing this funding on an annual basis to bring it to within similar levels of other jurisdictions within the next five years? Please explain. 

I was on task force that recommended a separate grant program and attempted to increase the funding to $100,000.  Unfortunately the extra increase did not get Council support although some council members indicated they would consider an increase as uptake for grants increased.

Cynthia A. Chen

1.a
Are you familiar with the goals of the Richmond Arts Coalition? YES

b.
What benefits do you see in a partnership with the City of Richmond and the Richmond Arts Coalition?

PARTICIPATE AS ADVISORY TO COUNCIL AND ACT AS A SUPPORTING PARTNER FOR CITY INITIATIVES INVOLVING THE ARTS

2.
In 2008, the Richmond Arts Coalition partnered with a number of other high-profile Richmond organizations to conduct an arts-related economic scan, which determined that the Arts generate $135 million in economic output in Richmond alone. What will you do to support stability and ensure growth in the arts sector?

IF ELECTED, I WILL ENCOURAGE THE CITY TO CONTINUE TO EXAMINE AND DEVELOP NEW INITIATIVES AND PARTNERSHIPS TO SUPPORT STABILITY AND ENSURE GROWTH IN THE ARTS SECTOR

3.
For City of Richmond initiatives and partnerships involving the Arts, how do you feel about Richmond Artists being given priority?

LOCAL ARTISTS SHOULD BE GIVEN PRIORITY

4.
The Arts community has identified a lack of sufficient Performing Arts facilities in Richmond. How will you address this critical issue?

I AM ON PUBLIC RECORD AS AN ADVOCATE FOR THE BUILDING OF A NEW STAND-ALONE ARTS AND CULTURE CENTRE THAT WOULD INCLUDE A FILM THEATRE, MUSICAL PERFORMANCE STAGE, REHEARSAL, WORKSHOP, AND STUDIO SPACE

5.
The City of Richmond has recognized the economic value of the Arts and Culture community by creating a separate grant program and funding stream which will be implemented this fall. The Arts community is celebrating this new initiative, however the initial per capita funding level is far below other municipalities. Are you in favour of an aggressive approach to increasing this funding on an annual basis to bring it to within similar levels of other jurisdictions within the next five years? Please explain.

YES, I WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE ANNUAL GRANT PROGRAM IMPROVED EVERY YEAR TO BRING IT TO WITHIN SIMILAR LEVELS OF OTHER JURISDICTIONS WITHIN THE NEXT FIVE YEARS.

Derek Dang

Carol Day

1
 Yes l am just starting to learn about the goals of the Arts Coalition and have supported the ART TRUCK in the past by donating signage  I believe the arts are critical to operate in the community because they provide an alternative to sports and academics for people  who are not as interested in those areas  and need to express themselves in other ways.

b
The City of Richmond can provide resources and space to the Richmond Arts Coalition and in return the Coalition  can provide an opportunity for classes, clubs and art shows, all of which will benefit the people of Richmond.

2
Growth in the Arts is good for the city and l feel that through expanding the partnership groups you can not only help the arts grow but provide new opportunities for exposure to new venue's . I would like to see international art exchanges that could involve students in other parts of the world working with students here to share new idea's and exchange art for display or trade.Stability in the arts is provided with basic funding by the city but to really expand services and opportunities we need to work with local businesses and the public. We have so many incredible partners in Richmond and city's job to to help bring those groups together as opportunities arise and help the arts Coalition forge new  friendships.

3
I am a little biased, l feel before we support foreign artists we should give our home grown artists first opportunity. I will never agree that the LENIN head was a good idea , I'm sorry but really ? Could our local artists not have provided and more attractive piece of art than that ? I think a driftwood sculpture from the beach would have been an improvement.

4
The Gateway theater is 25 years old  and while our population have grown incredibly our little Gateway theater has not. Developers bring in new people and with that they should be required to also bring in new dollars to support infrastructure which includes space for performing arts. I believe our development fee's could be increased to include infrastructure improvements and some of that extra funding should be directed to long term goals of expanding the performing arts facility's.

5
Funding is critical to organizations such as the Richmond Arts Coalition, if the funds are available then the funding should be increased a little each year to eventually reach the levels of funding with other jurisdictions.  The problem arises when there is an economic downturn which is being predicted. If the economy does poorly then all area's of the city must tighten their belt and implement cost saving measures. In the school district we have been forced to deal with severe reductions in  Ministry funding and while that was an incredibly difficult  time for the district it forced us to look at how we do business and makes changes . Some of the changes ended up being really positive new approaches for the district and in the end those new procedures will continue to be implemented.

So l would suggest now is the time to look at all funding options for the Arts Coalition and use those extra sources of income to pay it forward that way if there is no increase or worst , less  funding from the city then the Coalition can still flourish.

Evelina Halsey-Brandt

Ken Johnston

1.
Yes I am familiar with the goals of the Richmond Arts Coalition. As a Arts and Cultural advocacy group you represent the interests of your members to all levels of government.

1.b
partnership between the City and RAC helps aid in strategic planning for Arts/ Cultural needs in the future. The City can utilize the knowledge and experience of the coalition in supporting the artistic community.

2.
I would ensure that the City remain committed to supporting the Arts as one of our strategic goals. The goal of building capacity within and support for arts and culture organizations. I would like to promote a greater partnership with the private sector in supporting the Arts.

3.
I am completely supportive of Richmond Artists being given priority on City of Richmond initiatives. During the debate on whether to purchase any of the Biennale works from our Public Art funds, I stated publically that we should support Richmond and local artists before funding any offshore artists. 

4.
I understand that the RAC has identified the need for a new Cultural. Visual and Performing Arts Facility. The job of a Councillor is to plan for Community Facilities based on needs and priorities of our residents. I am willing to enter the discussion and work with the RAC in putting the planning for a new facility on the Capital Expenditure agenda.

5.
I supported the revision of the City Grant Program to create a separate funding stream for Arts and Culture. I recognize per capita funding for the category is below other municipalities but this is the first year of implementation in Richmond and the program will be reviewed in 2012 prior to the 2013 allocations. I would support increasing the funding on an incremental basis over the next years.

Alexa Loo

1. a. 
the Richmond Arts Council represents the voice of the arts community here in Richmond, your long term 5 - 10 year goal is a new facility with room for the different arts including a new 750 seat theatre.

b. 
Benefits that I see are:  

Opportunities to have programs for kids, families and new-comers to Richmond to become part of the Arts community in Richmond and become integrated into the community as a whole.  An integrated and engaged community is a healthy community.

The City of Richmond can use the Arts Coalition to deliver community programs that teach skills in the arts, create art for the City, and help develop our distinct culture that we have here in Richmond.  It is one thing to preserve our heritage, but it is another to develop our identity as a community in the arts - which I support.

2 
To ensure the growth of the arts in Richmond, I would like to explore opportunities to utilize space in schools - particularly outside school hours to have programs for adults as well as after school arts programs.  

I would also like to explore some corporate sponsorships and provincial funding in order to realize the new arts facility.

3. 
For Richmond City initiatives and partnerships, I think under the right circumstances, we should give priority to Richmond Artists.  In some cases depending upon the art we are looking to use, it may make sense to bring in outside artists who are utilizing new methods etc. that can inspire and push the boundaries of our local artists.  

4. 
The lack of performing arts facilities should be a priority for us here in Richmond.  

Theatres that are large enough to accommodate local events and provide places for our developing artists is important for a community.  We have an opportunity to make Richmond great - rather than just being a suburb of Vancouver.  With true vision, we could have a new facility and a real presence in the art community of Greater Vancouver.

5. 
I would like to see what the numbers are with reference to the funding level in comparison with other municipalities before i comment.  I would also like to know what the grants and funding streams are expected to support relative to what happens in other municipalities.

Bill McNulty

1a
Yes

1b 
Any partnerships that the Richmond Arts coalition makes can only benefit the Arts. I 

believe the coalition should have many partners as it sees fit. The benefits are many ranging from advocacy to opportunities. Partnerships bring groups together and puts them on the same page with the same goals and objectives. The commitment and passion is shared.  Unity is created for supporting the arts and gives a greater visibility when promoting the arts.

2 
Continue to support the arts strategy of the city. Lobby for more funding from the Province for the arts. Support the creation of arts districts in the city core as development takes place. Support the new grants program and re-examine the per capita once a business plan is developed. Require developers to fund artistic amenities on their sites and provide funds for the arts. Look for a site for an artists studio like building 15 at Britannia. Continue to look for ways to fund a performing arts center.

3
No problem with it as we have some catching up to do!

4
A facility needs assessment needs to be done like that of the Richmond Sports Council with every group both professional and amateur providing valuable input. Then develop a business plan and timeline to accomplish the goals. And then integrate the plan into the cities capital plan.

5
I support an aggressive approach. The specific need has to be detailed as in #4. The per capita is just a start, how do we know it is enough? Why are we comparing to similar levels as most groups are underfunded by the Province and can’t  accomplish their goals. What is the suitable amount? Will it ever be enough? A business plan needs to come from the stakeholders to get a realistic view of what is really needed. We must shoot high.

Linda McPhail

1.a
Are you familiar with the goals of the Richmond Arts Coalition? 


Yes, I am a member of RAC. 

b.
What benefits do you see in a partnership with the City of Richmond and the Richmond 
Arts Coalition?

As I mentioned in an earlier survey, I believe that the arts, culture and arts education are important elements in a vital city. Together,  we strive for continued development of a strong, cultural community.  

Benefits include:

- Opportunity to collaborate and  capitalize on the expertise and knowledge that each organization brings to the table . 

-opportunities to promote to a broader range of people/areas  through different networks - local, regional, provincial, national and international contacts

- opportunities to co-ordinate delivery of  activities/services so that they are more cost  effective with less duplication and have the potential to reach a broader range of the community

-opportunities for advocacy at different levels of government and other tables for funding, promotion, grants etc.

-opportunities to celebrate and encourage local artists

2.
In 2008, the Richmond Arts Coalition partnered with a number of other high-profile Richmond organizations to conduct an arts-related economic scan, which determined that the Arts generate $135 million in economic output in Richmond alone. What will you do to support stability and ensure growth in the arts sector?

I agree that the arts sector is an important and valued contributor to our city's economic well being.  Personally, I support a variety of arts initiatives.   As a school trustee on the Richmond Board of Education,  I have been a strong advocate for sustaining the arts in the public education especially around the area of band programs. I believe that there needs to be well defined  polices  and a strategic plan for the arts that are adaptable and flexible.  These need to be reviewed to ensure we are meeting the goals set out, or not,  and to see where we need to go next.   The last  few years have focused on the Olympics ( Richmond's 2010 Arts & Cultural Plan 2008-2010, Arts Update 2010)   THE PRCS Master Plan 2005-2015 articulates some outcomes that are important to Arts, Culture and Heritage. 2008 saw the release of the Econo9mic scan and the Arts and Culture Scan. 4 years have passed since the surveys were done and in that time Richmond has continued to experienced  unprecedented growth. I think it is time to have a review of these outcomes to see where we are.    As an individual councillor I will  advocate for allocation of resources within a revised strategic plan that has well defined outcomes.

3.
For City of Richmond initiatives and partnerships involving the Arts, how do you feel about Richmond Artists being given priority?  

I feel very strongly that, whenever possible, we  should be showcasing and promoting local Richmond artists -  especially for City of Richmond initiatives.    

4.
The Arts community has identified a lack of sufficient Performing Arts facilities in Richmond.  How will you address this critical issue? 


This is not a new issue - it has been under discussion  for several years.  We must 
work proactively together with all stakeholder groups to seek a viable solution.  
Corporate and  individual sectors need to be encouraged to come to the table.

5.
The City of Richmond has recognized the economic value of the Arts and Culture                community by creating a separate grant program and funding stream which will be implemented this fall. The Arts community is celebrating this new initiative, however the initial per capita funding level is far below other municipalities. Are you in favour of an aggressive approach to increasing this funding on an annual basis to bring it to within similar levels of other jurisdictions within the next five years? Please explain. 

I believe that the separate grant program needs to be supported with dedicated funds.  Before committing to increased funding on an annual basis, I would need to see more information. I am in favour of a review of the per capita funding levels and a report on what the estimated costs are to bring Richmond within similar levels of other jurisdictions.

Peter Mitchell

1.a
Are you familiar with the goals of the Richmond Arts Coalition? 

Yes, to advocate for Arts and Culture with Richmond and higher government levels, to coordinate local Arts and Culture groups locally and with other Arts and Culture groups, and ensure they are represented at major Richmond events.   

b.
What benefits do you see in a partnership with the City of Richmond and the Richmond 
Arts Coalition? 

Richmond could provide wider awareness and promotion of local Arts and Culture in RIchmond, promotion of established artists and encouragement of young or new artists, facilities for the Arts and Culture so the public can see and enjoy local Arts and Culture and compare it to examples from other places in the world.   Richmond can also pass fundraising as Arts sponsorships. 

Richmond can benefit from the wages that local production can deliver, the heightened tourism opportunities, and to a degree enhanced property values.   

2.
In 2008, the Richmond Arts Coalition partnered with a number of other high-profile Richmond organizations to conduct an arts-related economic scan, which determined that the Arts generate $135 million in economic output in Richmond alone. What will you do to support stability and ensure growth in the arts sector?

The City now has a grants program to help encourage Arts and Culture events.  I would be supportive of it just as I am of similar sports and recreation funding.  

Sports also has KidSports to help disadvantaged youth play sports.  I would support Arts and Culture considering how a similar program could be operated in the Arts community.  

See also my answer to #4. 

3.
For City of Richmond initiatives and partnerships involving the Arts, how do you feel about Richmond Artists being given priority?

Richmond artists should be given priority typically, and the City should start a collection of local art. (like the UBC AMS did over a half century ago under the early supervision of BC Binning.  With $1000 -1500 annually set aside, the UBC students now own a multimillion dollar collection including group of seven members).  While I was student society VP there 30 years ago I started the efforts to build a more secure climate controlled Art Gallery there.  I have approached the UBC AMS about exhibiting part of this collection in Richmond - but I don't think our gallery would be safe and secure enough.  

While RIchmond arts should typically be given priority, artists and art and culture should also be brought in from further afield to ensure cross pollenation of local artists.  Care should be taken not to spend a majority of funding on non local Arts.  

For events such as City Centre Celebration, Childrens Festival, the Maritime Festival, and others I've coordinated, I've promoted and used local artists.      

4.
The Arts community has identified a lack of sufficient Performing Arts facilities in Richmond.  How will you address this critical issue? 

I have contacted both the Gateway Theatre and the Richmond Board of Education about expanding theatre programs into nearby new Brighouse School's just expanded gym stage. Unfortunately, it appears trustees (including 3 current council candidates) didn't see merit in this opportunity. 

Similarly, it appears that the Garden City Lands future is uncertain, and not currently that likely to to lead to development of Arts facillities.  I've suggested to Gateway Theatre that the Lawn Bowling footprint in Minoru Park would make an excellent location (downtown near rapid transit and existing parking, near the existing theatre, and backing onto a beautiful lake view). The lawn bowling is now an artificial play area which could be rooftop on a new performing arts facility. 

The Minoru Cultural Centre has available space over the Library staff parking for expansion. 

When a number of community members met recently to discuss the programs that a new City Centre Community Centre should contain, an area that could contain photograpy, pottery, a small performance area and other options was placed on the list. 

The Steveston Seniors housing that I'm currently involved with developing will have a ~325 seat canteen with stage, and also have a cafeteria/lounge and other areas that will be usuable by the public at certain times.   

5.
The City of Richmond has recognized the economic value of the Arts and Culture community by creating a separate grant program and funding stream which will be implemented this fall. The Arts community is celebrating this new initiative, however the initial per capita funding level is far below other municipalities. Are you in favour of an aggressive approach to increasing this funding on an annual basis to bring it to within similar levels of other jurisdictions within the next five years? Please explain. 

While I can support the new funding levels for this new program, before considering expanding it I would have to know what increases are sought, what would be funded, how it compares to other jurisdictions, and what improved results would likely be enabled.  I would also have to know how it compares to sports, and community opportunities, and what burden it would have on the taxpayer particularly those on lower or fixed incomes.  

Ramzan Patni

Harold Steves

Cliff Lifeng Wei

De Whalen

1.a.
Are you familiar with the goals of the Richmond Arts Coalition?  Yes

b.
What benefits do you see in a partnership with the City of Richmond and the Richmond 
Arts Coalition? 

The City of Richmond can assist the Coalition by providing support in the form of in-kind services/labour for grant applications, provide professional expertise and advice through city staff, provide Arts grants that can be used to leverage more funding from senior levels of government and assist in advertising programs of your member organizations to the general public.

2.
In 2008, the Richmond Arts Coalition partnered with a number of other high-profile Richmond organizations to conduct an arts-related economic scan, which determined that the Arts generate $135 million in economic output in Richmond alone. What will you do to support stability and ensure growth in the arts sector? 

As Councillor I would promote the Arts Coalition as an economic generator, as they built relationships with partners/sponsors such as large organizations (YVR, Richmond Hospital, Vancity Credit Union), Richmond Chamber of Commerce, Trinity Western University and Kwantlen Polytechnic, in order to find and secure appropriate venues in which to practice and perform.

3.
For City of Richmond initiatives and partnerships involving the Arts, how do you feel about Richmond Artists being given priority? In some instances, yes, Richmond artists should be given priority, such as Culture Days, etc. In the case of the Richmond Art Gallery however, I feel Richmond needs to embrace international contemporary artists and not limit exhibitions to Richmond artists.

4.
The Arts community has identified a lack of sufficient Performing Arts facilities in Richmond.  How will you address this critical issue? 

As Councillor I would advocate to senior levels of government for funding to build and operate a new multi-purpose performing arts facility and fully support the Arts Coalition in any initiatives that would seek funding for same.

5.
The City of Richmond has recognized the economic value of the Arts and Culture community by creating a separate grant program and funding stream which will be implemented this fall. The Arts community is celebrating this new initiative, however the initial per capita funding level is far below other municipalities. Are you in favour of an aggressive approach to increasing this funding on an annual basis to bring it to within similar levels of other jurisdictions within the next five years? Please explain. 

I am pleased the City of Richmond sees the true value of Arts and Culture by implementing a grant program. I would like to review the take-up on the first funding cycle before making any decisions on whether it is adequate or not.

Michael Wolfe

1.a.
Are you familiar with the goals of the Richmond Arts Coalition? 

MW: Yes, a new video about me is a product of Richmond's community digital storytelling project. To view on YouTube go to: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c-vw-dP5bto

b.
What benefits do you see in a partnership with the City of Richmond and the Richmond 
Arts Coalition?

MW: The results that I will realize from this partnership will be mutually beneficial. 

· Communication with regular updates to members of Council

· Actualization of long-term planning for art and culture services in all neighbourhoods

· Hiring of a cultural advocacy coordinator on city staff to aid in information gathering, sharing and networking as well as liaise between diverse communities, our school district and the city.

· Provision of financial support from the city to leverage money from higher levels of governments and through annual local art grants from a new municipal arts fund

2.
In 2008, the Richmond Arts Coalition partnered with a number of other high-profile Richmond organizations to conduct an arts-related economic scan, which determined that the Arts generate $135 million in economic output in Richmond alone. What will you do to support stability and ensure growth in the arts sector?

MW: 

· I will challenge the status quo to provide a better funding support system, which involves civic tax-shifting. As the arts and culture activities are beneficial to society, they should have taxes reduced and harmful activities (that create pollution or degrade the environment) which should have taxes increased to ensure the costs are properly accounted for. 

· I support the Richmond Arts Coalition taking sustainable administration of the budget along with my proposed increase to the city's arts and culture budget. 

· To continue to realize the economic output of this sector, I will be the advocate on Council to ensure more public art in public spaces. 

· I will actively work to ensure that libraries are the centre of our neighbourhoods, with increased hours, staff and public education space.

· I support an expansion of street parties/festivals that include street closures. 

· I would advocate for city organization of neighbourhood block parties and to provide the startup support for neighourhood groups that are vibrant, sustainable, and welcoming to new families as they arrive.

3.
For City of Richmond initiatives and partnerships involving the Arts, how do you feel about Richmond Artists being given priority?

MW: I am a lifelong resident of Richmond and as your Councillor and I will advocate for local everything. From local Richmond artists, to local farms, to local businesses, to local services. It will be my role on Council to provide the sincere and engaging voice on the behalf of the people.

4.
The Arts community has identified a lack of sufficient Performing Arts facilities in Richmond.  How will you address this critical issue?

MW: From my own experiences, art has been a vehicle for communication, education, personal growth, sense of place, and evidence of social change. Places to experience live performing arts should be part of every neighbourhood in Richmond. I have identified this deficiency in my own explorations to find a sense of community in Richmond. I will recommend that Council provide more community centres with performing arts venues in areas that are walkable/accessible for all residents. Personally I will attend the upcoming meetings of the Richmond Arts Coalition to learn of the areas identified as most critically in need of these facilities - followed by an investigation into city owned land that can be make temporarily available for such display of the local performing arts activities.

5.
The City of Richmond has recognized the economic value of the Arts and Culture community by creating a separate grant program and funding stream which will be implemented this fall. The Arts community is celebrating this new initiative, however the initial per capita funding level is far below other municipalities. Are you in favour of an aggressive approach to increasing this funding on an annual basis to bring it to within similar levels of other jurisdictions within the next five years? Please explain. 

MW: Yes, I would gladly take the leadership role on Council to develop a strategy for bringing the city's per capita spending on arts and culture to levels of other cities. Here in Richmond, we have among the highest multicultural population in Canada and I would tirelessly advocate on our behalf to the Richmond MP and all three Richmond MLAs to source funding for appropriate facility upgrades and new public infrastructure projects.

Jun L. Wuyan

1.a
Are you familiar with the goals of the Richmond Arts Coalition? 

I have been to your website, but I still have no channels to know clearly your short terms goals and long term goals.

b.
What benefits do you see in a partnership with the City of Richmond and the Richmond Arts Coalition?

It would be great to promote the arts atmosphere in Richmond by this partnership. The prosperity of arts would increase a lot the living quality and economic growth rate in Richmond.

2.
In 2008, the Richmond Arts Coalition partnered with a number of other high-profile Richmond organizations to conduct an arts-related economic scan, which determined that the Arts generate $135 million in economic output in Richmond alone. What will you do to support stability and ensure growth in the arts sector?

I did not hear many people talking about Arts in Richmond and felt surprised to hear that it have had generated so much output for Richmond. Arts industry has most priority in my policies to be promoted if I am elected.

3.
For City of Richmond initiatives and partnerships involving the Arts, how do you feel about Richmond Artists being given priority?

Right now, most people in Richmond talk about housing prices and city over populations. But I do not hear them talk much about Arts. This can reflect the conditions of Arts industry in Richmond. I have academic background in Arts. I know how valuable arts can be for our creativity concerning our economy management and city management. I will try my best to promote arts in Richmond.

4.
The Arts community has identified a lack of sufficient Performing Arts facilities in Richmond.  How will you address this critical issue?

I would like to work with our financial professionals seeking some creative ways to sponsor our Art community members renting facilities for practices and operations.

5.
The City of Richmond has recognized the economic value of the Arts and Culture community by creating a separate grant program and funding stream which will be implemented this fall. The Arts community is celebrating this new initiative, however the initial per capita funding level is far below other municipalities. Are you in favour of an aggressive approach to increasing this funding on an annual basis to bring it to within similar levels of other jurisdictions within the next five years? Please explain. 

I would like an aggressive approach to increasing funding for arts and culture industry of Richmond and to making the level highest among all other cities in BC. Arts and Culture industry is an industry which I would promote with most efforts for its high efficiency for local economy and its environment friendly operation.
