1. When I became a school trustee in 1999, one of the first things I did was giving support to the creation of the “Strengthening Fine Arts Committee” in the School District to strengthen and support artistic learning in schools. When other school districts cut back in arts programs for the reason of fiscal constraint, in Richmond we did the opposite and we were proven right! I believe, given the crucial role of artistic learning in developing the minds of students, there is no justification to deprive students of the opportunities.
2. I support the idea in principle, but it is very difficult to implement. In fact, I like the way it was implemented when the Ministry of Education first introduced the Graduation Portfolio in 2004. Students (Gr. 10-12) were required to demonstrate that they had completed certain hours of learning in Arts (in or out of school) as a requirement to fulfill the Graduation Portfolio. Unfortunately, in 2006 the Ministry changed its rule and it is not part of the requirement anymore.  
3. Certainly. I don’t believe schools can do everything by themselves. There is a huge wealth of resources and expertise in the community that schools could tap on. In return, the school district should also support local Arts organizations by creating partnerships as widely as possible.  

