1. I think all students benefit from exposure to art, so l would encourage the business community to open their doors to students and let them see " ART AT WORK ".  Design and creativity are a big part of many businesses and l think the experience would open students eye's to the unlimited options for using their artistic talents in the real world.

2. Some students are naturally artist and some are not, but all children can have an appreciate of art through passive examples such as paintings loaned from the various art galleries to more hands on experiences like the art truck. I don't think you can enforce creativity but l think the artistic ability can be nurtured by regular exposure, for example if every school had a station where students could use supplied materials for creating greeting cards. Another example is optional art classes at lunch time or before school.  My point is anyone can go out and exercise for 30 minutes  but not everyone has the ability to be creative, on demand, so extra exposure to art should be a flexible  and voluntary experience.

3. YES !!!  I cannot understand why we as a school district do not make better utilization of the many talents of parents and commercial opportunities available to the schools.  I am told we have to worry about the safety of our kids but surely back ground checks and teacher supervision would satisfy any concerns. We are a village and  if the schools where more open to the options, our students would be exposed to a much richer environment.

